Allowing for differenees in observers and the timing of the visits 
there appears to have been no change in the species composition of the 
resident birds or any significant changes in their populations. One possible 
exception is the White-breasted Robin whieh Storr recorded as common 
in 1959; only one bird was reeorded in 1971 and only a few in 1976. 
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JOHN WOLLASTON’S BIRDS 
By ERIC H. SEDGWICK, Harvey 


Wollaston's Picton Journal, compiled by Canon A. Burton, reveals 
that Arehdeacon John Ramsden Wollaston, in his reeord of events between 
April 1841 and January 1844, made a number of referenees to the bird- 
life of the coastal plain. Wollaston, of course, had no means of pre- 
cisely identifying the birds that he encountered and, in endeavouring to 
deseribe what he saw, leaned heavily upon his English experienees. It is 
not always possible to identify precisely the species which he records. 

The following is an abstract of references taken from the second 
edition of Wollaston's Picton Journal (Paterson, Brokensha: Perth) with 
an attempt to identify the birds in the light of present knowledge. 

. 5—“the horrid sereech of the great black, or [of the] white, 
cockatoo”. (The White-tailed Black Cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus baudini 
and the Long-billed Corella, Cacatua tenuirostris. The Corella no longer 
oceurs in this area, but vide Birds of W.A., Serventy & Whittell, the Long- 
billed Corella was frequent in the early days of settlement). 

p. 17—“Emus are rarely seen... . I have seen wild turkeys”. (Emu, 
Dromaius noyachollandiac, and Australian Bustard, Eupodotis australis). 

p. 25—‘“a beautiful parrot, called here ‘twenty-eight’ from the noise 
it makes resembling those words.” (Port Lincoln Parrot, Barnardius zon- 
arius. It would appear from this reference that “Twenty-cight’ a name 
still commonly used for the coastal race of this bird, was in use from 
the very carly days of settlement in Western Australia). 

p. 28—"of swallows we have a few and excessively tame; so much 
so that one cherished pair built in one of our rooms and fly over our 
heads as we sit at meals, They resemble the martin but I have seen two 
sorts, There is a beautiful little bird too here very familiar which we ceall 
the robin. It has a brilliant red breast and its habits resemble that of 
England, but it is smaller and much more delicately made. We have 
moreover a pretty black and white bird like a wagtail, very tame and 
frequently seen on the backs of animals. There is a difference, however, 
in its deportment—it moves its tail horizontally instead of vertically.” 
(Welcome Swallow, Hirundo neoxena, and probably, Tree Martin, Petro- 
chelidon nigricans, Searlet Robin, Petroica multicolor, and Willy Wagtail, 
Rhipidura leucophrys. It is evident that the vernacular names used were 
applied then as now. Also mentioned are “some coekatoos.”’) 

p. 35—“We have plenty of tame parrots in two or three varieties, 
very beautiful. Also a white cockatoo ...” (The most likely parrots would 
be the Port Lincoln Parrot, the Red-eapped Parrot, Purpureicephalus 
spurius, perhaps the Western Rosella, Platycercus icterotis). 

. 43—“a diver and a wigeon”. (No Australian waterfowl closely 
resemble either the European divers or the Wigeon so one may only 
speculate upon the species to which reference is made, (Musk Duck, 
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Biziura lobata, and White-eyed Duek, Aythya australis, appear possibilities). 

p. 44—"“a few ducks”. 

p. 52—“a good many wild turkeys.” X , 

p. 80—“I hope the tiny birds I sent by Mr. Sampson will bear their 
voyage. . . . I have now an Australian eagle which John has skinned 
and preserved; a most noble bird. Indeed the birds of prey in this country 
are vcry numerous and of many most beautiful varietics, cagle, hawks, 
faleons and owls.” (The choice here is too wide to hazard a useful guess 
as to spccific identity.) : : a 

p. 92—“The bronzc-winged pigeon, a beautiful bird, is excellent 
eating and so arc ducks and quails. . . . Even crows somctimcs are not 
despised.” (The Common Bronzewing, Phaps, chalcoptera. ‘Quai is not 
definitive. Stubble Quail, Cozurnix pectoralis, doubticssly moved into 
cleared areas with little delay, but Painted Quail, Turnix varia, would 
have been more likely in bush arcas. The crow would probably be the 
Australian Raven, Corvus coronoides). 

p. 96—“Two young emus... .” N 

p. 115—“Mr. Drummond [the botanist] told me that at first lie sub- 
sisted his family almost entirely on black swans. These arc rarely to be 
got now. (Black Swan, Cygnus atratus). 

p. 117—“the hawks and falcons which abound herc, annoy us much 
by taking off . . . our young chickens and turkeys.” (Australian Goshawk, 
Accipiter fasciatus, and Little Falcon, Falco longipennis, would be the 
most likely predators in this role). ‘ 

120—“four wild ducks and two divers” (Sce p. 43 above. As 
Musk Duck are obviously ducks this later reference sccms to suggest 
that some other diving bird is intended. Wollaston would surely have 
referred to grebe as ‘dabchicks’ and would have recognised coot and 
cormorants as such? Reference is here made to a marked decline in 
animal life (in 1842!) attributed to the carly settlers being forccd to live 
off the land), n 

p. 123—“a few birds” (The reference is to small birds prepared as 
skins for a friend in Britain). x ' 

p. 144—“an irregular row of 23 pelicans” (Australian Pelican, Pele- 
canus conspicillatus). : 

p. 146—“I have just made the pen with which 1 am writing from 
an eagle's wing. John shot a magnificent bird of this kind. .. . It was 
strong and large enough to carry off a kid.” (Wedge-tailed Eagle, Aquila 
audax, appears likely. See also p. 80.) . - 

p. 147—*A native brought us a quite new dish, threc ibiscs, the 
colour a delicate light brown, yellow legs and_grecn bill, altogethcr very 
beautiful.” (A puzzling reference as the description does not fit any of 
our ibis or ibis-like birds and in any casc, until reccnt times, ibis appear 
to have been quite infrequent in the far South-West. Possibly the birds 
were rails, c.g. Black-tailed Nativce-hcn? Nankeen Night-Hcron, Nycticorax 
caledonicus, a bird which would te vulnerable to a native hunter, almost 
qualifies, but has a black bill. A wader is possible though none really fits 
the description). K 

. 154—“Crows are the only animals that secm to delight in the 
[bush] fires. They are seen to accompany the fiercest, flying about in the 
smoke to catch the small reptilcs, grasshoppers, etc. . . .” 

pp. 181, 193—"“Emu'—as food (The first refercnee describes the 
pirg n some detail, including the weight “before it was drawn about 

00 Ibs”). 

p. 194—*whitc-erested coekatoo” and “crow”. 

p. 195—“four emu legs in the chimney corner draining off the oil 
they contain in order to prcserve them for the legs of a work table.” 

196—“crow”, “break-o-days”. (Break-of-day has bcen applied to 
the Pied Butchcr-bird, but this specics would be unlikely in the area 
treated. The Western Magpic, Gymmorltina dorsalis, has a considerable 
dawn penetration and would readily attract attention.) 

p. 202—“cmu”. 

p. 205—“emu”—“crows”. 

p. 252—“swans and ducks ... a magnificent eagle or falcon”. 
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Other referenecs of intcrest to the naturalist appear on p. 89 where 
a visit of James Drummond, on June 27, 1842, is recorded and on p. 115 
wherc it is recorded that Drummond again visited the Wollastons, this 
time with John Gilbert, on November 21, 1842. On p. 233 (August 1843) 


arc Wollaston's comments on parts of Gould’s Birds of Australia, the 
property of the Governor, John Hutt. 


NEW OR INTERESTING RECORDS OF SIXTEEN BIRD SPECIES 
FROM BERNIER ISLAND, DIRK HARTOG ISLAND, OR PERON 
PENINSULA, SHARK BAY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


By IAN ABBOTT, Zoology Department, University of Western 
Australia, Nedlands 6009. 


I spent four wecks in June and July 1976 doing research on Silvereyes 
on Bernier I. (June 7-15), Peron Peninsula (June 17-24) and Dirk Hartog 
I. (June 25-July 7). Mees (1962) and Davies and Chapman (1975) have 
comprehensively listed all of the bird species known to occur at these 
loeations and provided details of earlier visits by ornithologists. There 
is therefore no need to publish a complete list of bird specics observed 
during my visit. Instead, the list below contains the first or second records 
of bird species for these loealities. records of spccics that have not been 
scen at some of the loealitics for many years, or new breeding reeords. 

The areas covered at each loeality were as follows: Bernicr l., the 
northern quarter of the island; Pcron Peninsula, roads between Monkey 
Mia and Denham, Peron Peninsula H.S. and Denham, and area around 
the H.S.; Dirk Hartog I., north to Tetrodon Loop (including the Noteh 


Point peninsula), south to the first point S. of D.H.I. H.S. and west to 
Herald Heights and the eoast. 


ANNOTATED LIST 


White-faced Heron, Ardea novaehollaudiae. Onc secn on W. coast of 
Bernier 1. (second record for island), Seven birds seen near Tetrodon Loop 
on Dirk Hartog I. (new record for island), 

Reef Heron, Egretta sacra. Both grey and white phases were seen on 
Bernier I., although the latter phase was rarc. It scems possible that 
Shortridge’s reeord of E. alba on Bernier I. refers to this species (see 
Mees, 1962: 101). 

Mountain Duck, Tadorna tadornoides. Two seen once overhead near 
the H.S. on Dirk Hartog 1. (second reeord for island and Shark Bay arca). 

Black-shouldered Kite, Elanus notatus. A dcad bird was found at 
Peron Peninsula H.S. This is the second record for Shark Bay arca. 

Little Falcon, Falco Jougipeunis. One bird was observed once at 
close range with binoculars at H.S. on Dirk Hartog 1. (new reeord for 
Shark Bay area). 

Silver Gull, Larus novaehollandiae. A nest containing one egg and 
one chiek was found on the east coast of Bernier I. near the Wedge Rock 
anchorage. This speeics doubtless also nests on the small islets around 
this anchorage. 

Rock Parrot, Neophema petrophila. Only observed (10 birds) on 
Eagle Islet, about 16km SE of Denham. 

Pallid Cuckoo, Cuculus pallidus. Two birds were seen onee in the 
centre of Bernier 1. (W of Wedge Rock anchorage). This is the first record 
for the island. One bird was scen frequently near H.S. on Dirk Hartog 1., 
one was seen at Notch Point, and two were scen together near the centre 
of the island. This specics has not been recorded on Dirk Hartog I. since 
1921. 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike, Coracina novaehollandiae. A flock of 
twelve birds was scen in centre of Dirk Hartog 1. (W of H.S.) on July 3. 
They were flying N. On July 5 cleven birds were seen S of the above 
locality. This is the first record of this species on Dirk Hartog I. since 1917. 

White-fronted Chat, Ephihianura atbifrous. One male was seen in a 
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